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Mr. Chairperson,

Fellow lions,

Friends,
Good morning,
I hope you are having a great Mediterranean conference in Bodrum!
International Women's Day has been observed since in the early 1900's, a time of great expansion and turbulence in the industrialized world that saw booming population growth and the rise of radical ideologies. 

Following the celebration of International Women’s Day on March 8th, 2009 with the theme of ‘Men and Women United to End Violence against Women’, a delegation of 16 individuals representing a diverse group of NGOs from the Pacific and East Timor have gathered in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil for a Global Symposium on Engaging Men and Boys for Gender Equality.
Over 450 people from 80 Countries including Mediterranean countries north and south were attending the Symposium with the theme ‘Going to Scale with Work with Men and Boys’, and engaging the public sector in the process. The symposium emerges from the hundreds of civil society and governmental programs from around the world that are already working to engage men and boys in preventing violence against women and girls; in sexual and reproductive health and rights; in HIV/AIDS prevention and mitigation; in fatherhood and care giving; in ending homophobia and in maternal and child health.
Men and boys can be a driving force for gender equality in many ways whether redefining masculinity, practicing gender equitable fatherhood and eliminating all forms of violence. Gender equality is not a woman’s domain; men have an indispensable role to play. Together men and women should strive for gender equality to achieve a fairer society, free from any forms of violence and discrimination.
16 Forms of Gender Violence & 16 Ways to Stop It
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Violence against women takes many forms: sexual assault, child marriage, incest, wife beating, prostitution, female genital mutilation, dowry-related violence, and trafficking, sexual violence during wars, femicide, sexual harassment, 'honor' killings, forced sterilization, date rape, pornography and bride kidnapping.  Violence against women may also take many forms of psychological abuse, intimidation and harassment.

Sixteen Ways UNFPA Works to End Gender Violence

1. Uniting against the problem 

2. Generating empowering conversations about the issue 

3. Documenting successful approaches 

4. Presenting positive images of men as role models
5. Using the power of popular culture to prevent couple violence 

6. Calling attention to sexual violence as an instrument of war
7. Partnering with men to end violence against women 

8. Speaking out against female genital mutilation/cutting
9. Addressing the needs of women in refugee camp 

10. Highlighting the injustice of child marriage and too-early pregnancy 

11. Partnering with others to end sexual violence against girls 

12. Working with religious leaders to end tolerance for gender-based violence 

13. Publicizing the issue of acid burning and other unusual forms of gender violence 

14. Offering alternatives to ‘survival sex' 

15. Calling attention to a new form of slavery 

16. Assisting survivors of domestic violence 

Personal reflections

Friends, I have but a few minutes here on this podium. I would

therefore like to end by sharing some personal reflections with you.

My most important messages today are aimed at MEN. 

My message is addressed to those men who have control over the public purse. It is a simple one. And it may not resolve all of the structural elements of gender discrimination. But it is a start. Many societies in the world, especially north & south Mediterranean countries, already know it. Many have embraced it. But more needs to be done. And it is this.
Let us continue to educate our girl children. Let us spare no effort in this regard.

• Educated women are able to get better jobs.

• They are able to have greater choices.

• Sometimes they will exercise this choice and have fewer, healthier children. This impacts positively on social and economic development and helps us to achieve our Millennium

Development Goals.
• And, in the end, guess what?

• Perhaps most important of all, such women can start to complain about injustice and re-claim their rights.

In the end, by calling for equal rights, modern women and girls join the countless millions of souls who, since the dawn of civilization, have sought and often gotten recognition and respect as human beings possessing the same amount of worth and dignity. 

This is a vision to which I am personally committed, and I am proud to be member an organization which tries to project the same vision globally: Our international association of Lions Clubs.
A very wise fellow Lion Governor in his late 70s once told me:

 I am the happiest man on earth. 
The 1st 20 years of my life have been influenced by my mother

The 2nd 20 years by my wife

The 3rd 20 years by my daughter

But the best part till the end of my life will be the 

Influence of my grand daughter. 
Thank you.
